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Commissioner Corner 
 

April is here and I hope everyone had a great Easter weekend. 
This month we say goodbye to two very significant employees as they begin  
retirement. Undersheriff Sam Bofto has announced his  
retirement after 29 years, and Randy Pardis with MetraPark has  
announced his retirement after 47 years with Yellowstone  
County. Thank you both for your dedicated service to Yellowstone 
County. We are sad to see them go but we wish them the very best, 
and hope they enjoy every moment of this next  
chapter. 
 

Employee Spotlight: 
Detention Facility Commander,  
Robert Lester, has been chosen to fill 
the role of undersheriff. Thank you, 
Captain Lester, for all of your work 
at the Detention Facility and  
congratulations on your new role. 
Below is a biography from Captain 
Lester outlining his experience in law 
enforcement.  
 

I was born in Miles City, MT and attended Billings Schools from  
K-12. I graduated from Billings West high School and attended  

Montana State University, and chose Fish and Wildlife Management as a major.  While attending 
Montana State University I played offensive line for the MSU Bobcats. Under Coach Cliff Hysell,  
all freshmen were required to do a ride along with the Bozeman Police Department. After that ride 
along I decided to go into law enforcement and changed schools and majors. I then attended the 
Santa Rosa Junior College in Petaluma, CA to attend the seasonal park ranger academy. I was hired 
as a law enforcement park ranger in Yellowstone National Park where I worked at the South and 
East district. I spent a summer as a ranger at Glen Canyon National Recreation area where I met my 
wife, Julie. I married her and stole her to Montana where I graduated from MSU-Billings with a 
degree in Liberal Studies with an emphasis in Justice Studies.  
 

I was hired by YCSO in 2008 and became a field training officer, a member of the Tactical Response 
Team (TRT), a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE), SFST instructor, then advanced to a DRE  
Instructor. Expert Witness for the state. Taught SFST classes at the Montana Law Enforcement 
Academy and also DRE School in Helena, MT and Phoenix, AZ for many years. Served as chairman 
of the Yellowstone County DUI Task Force and was a board member of Mountain States Tactical 
Officers Association (MSTOA). I served on Judge Knisley’s CAMO/STEER Court. Patrol Sergeant, 
Detective Sergeant, Training Sergeant, Professional Standards Lieutenant, Detention Facility  
Lieutenant, then Captain. 
 

I received the Yellowstone County DUI Task Force Award of merit 2009,2010,2011,2012,2013, 
2022. Officer of the Year- Respect for Law award 2017/ Commander of the year 2021.  
Most important to me are my wife Julie of 22 years and kids Clara (16), John (14), Marcus (12) and 
Alex (9) and coaching youth football.  

Article continued on page 3 
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New Employees 
 

 

 

 

Alayna Kissler 

Detention Facility 
 

Cole Catlin 

County Attorney 
 

Alec Moore 

Ryan Conley 

Jillian Carrithers 

Amanda Jaramillo 

Sheriff Office 
 

Amanda Rodabaugh 

Hannah Hayden 

Justice Court 
 

 

Tyler Gilstrap 

Road & Bridge 
 

************************* 

Recognition of Service 
 

 
 
 
 

30 Years of Service 
 

Chuck Pietz 
Road & Bridge 

4/25/1994 
 

25 Years of Service 
Jamie DeBree 

Information Technology 
4/26/1999 

 

20 Years of Service 
Yvonne Mueller 
Detention Facility 

4/12/2004 
 

Shawn Munter 
Detention Facility 

4/19/2004 
 

*************************** 
 

  

SUNSHINE NEWS 

Time to gear up for planting,  

bar-b-que and pampering!  

 

The week of 
April 29th we 
will have  

baskets to raffle 
off with the 
above themes.  

 

 

A great way to maybe win a  

Mother’s Day or Father’s Day gift.  

More details to follow this month.  

The Empower 457 Plan Representative,  
Corrine Moncada, will be here on 

April 9 & 10, 2024 
From: 9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Room 212 

April 11, 2024 - 9 am-12 pm 

Want to talk about your financial future?   
Schedule a consultation today.  
Book Appointment (empowermytime.com)  

April Recipe 

 

Congratulations to Shawn 
French on his retirement after 27 
years with Yellowstone County! 

https://corinne-moncada.empowermytime.com/#/
https://corinne-moncada.empowermytime.com/#/


Work Comp Claim FREE -  Congratulations! 
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Congratulations to the following departments for March: 
Clerk & Recorder/Auditor, Commissioners, County Attorney, District Court,  
Disaster & Emergency Services, Elections, Extension, Finance,  
Human Resources, Information Technology/GIS, Junk Vehicle, Justice Court, 
MetraPark, Motor Vehicle, Public Works, Road & Bridge, Sheriff Office,  
Treasurer, Weed, and Youth Services. 
 

In March there were 2 claims filed:  1-YCDF and 1-Facilities  

MetraPark has another busy month of concerts and events happening, I hope everyone has a chance to make it 
to an event this month; 
Billings RV & Boat Show & Sale      April 10th-14th 
Gun Show       April 12th-14th 
PBR        April 12th-14th 
Billings Outlaws       April 18th 
2024 Wine & Food Festival     April 19th-20th 
Breaking Benjamin with Daughtry and Catch Your Breath  April 19th 
406 Consignary       April 20th-21st 
Wiz Khalifa       April 21st 
Billings Chamber Annual Breakfast     April 25th 
The Jordan World Circus      April 26th-28th 
Billings Outlaws       April 27th 
Dethklok       April 30th 
 

Thank you all for everything you do for Yellowstone County and enjoy these spring 
months as the weather begins to warm up. 
 

Thank you all for the hard work you do for Yellowstone County.  
Sincerely, John Ostlund, Chairman; Board of County Commissioners 

Commissioner Corner - continued from page 1 
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Upcoming Training Opportunities 

  

 

Advance Directives  April 23, 2024 
Contact HR to Register  10:00 - 11:30 am 
Before April 17   Rock 31-SkyPoint 
 
QPR Suicide Prevention  May 15, 2024 
Contact HR to Register  9:30 -11:00 am 
Two Sessions   OR 
    2:00 -  3:30 pm 
    BOCC Boardroom 
Public Employee Retirement  

 May 29, 2024  
 12:00 pm - Rm 212 
 Getting Ready to Retire? 
 Available for walk-ins 9am-4pm  
 

 AND 
 

  May 30, 2024 - Rm 212 
    12:00 pm - Rm 212 
     New Employee PERS Election 
    Available for walk-ins 9am-1pm  

April Fun Facts 
 

On April 14, 1912, the famous 
Titanic ship hit an iceberg and 
sank on her first and only  
voyage. 
 

George Washington was  
inaugurated as the First  
President of the United States on 
April 30, 1789. 
 

On April 11, 1970, Apollo 13 was 
launched and ran into difficulties 
about two days later.  
 

In the Southern Hemisphere, 
April is the seasonal equivalent 
of October. 
 

There are quite a few notable 
historical people born in April, 
such as Shakespeare , Queen 
Elizabeth II, and Leonardo da 
Vinci. 
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County t-shirt registration deadline is April 12th - Sign up today! 
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Want to learn more about planning  

Register at: https://mpera.mt.gov 
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April is National Alcohol Awareness Month 


